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I do not mean that there was no communication with me as to taking 1905-1906
office and that I only knew of the accession of my friends from the Age 53-64
newspapers. As I had founded and worked at the League entirely to
promote their power and usefulness, it would have been a satisfaction to
know from'themselves, even without being consulted, what was going on.
No one would believe at this moment that I know nothing of what passed
in that critical week, and, as I told Edward Grey the other day, no longer
wish to know, I do not allude to this, because I think and thought that
all was for the best, that communications will be compromising, and that
a resolution on so crucial a question should be taken on the sole responsi-
bility of those involved. You and the other Vice-Presidents had long
known that there was no question of office in my case.
No : the occasion that I do mean was in regard to the Irish policy of the
new Prime Minister. Had I known in Cornwall that you had had from him
explanations which proved that he shared your published views on Home
Rule, I should not have uttered any protest at Bodmin. I regarded, and
still regard his language at Stirling as extremely mischievous; but I
should have ignored it (as I wished to do) had I known that the error
was one of expression only, and that he had opened himself satisfactorily
to you. Even then, had my ignorance only resulted in obloquy on myself,
I should not have cared. But it has produced an, appearance of schism
which I would gladly have averted, which Tories may misuse, and which
it is impossible wholly to obliterate.
Had you, on reading my public misgivings at Truro, telegraphed to
me " Say nothing about Stirling speech—will explain " I would gladly
have been silent. For during two years I have been sweating (there is
no other word) for the unity of the Free Trade party.
I quite understand that, in the stress of your profession, and tinder
the pressure of the impending crisis, you never thought of this. I only
regret the party consequences, and the embarrassment of my friends.
On reading all this over it leaves in my mouth a taste of reproach.
Do not let it invade yours, for I mean nothing less. It is all over and done.
I have returned to my books, and am happy with them. I hope when
I come to town that I shall often see you and my other friends. And
though between you all and me there is the definite barrier of office, with
its new claims and loyalties, I trust and believe that it will be as
imperceptible as possible. And, in any case, I shall watch your career
with an admiration and affection, and a confidence, that have never
wavered.
Yours,
R.
Forgive the intolerable length and illegibility of this letter 1
Asquith has related how when Mr. Balfour resigned he was about
to start for Egypt with a brief marked ten thousand guineas to
represent the ex-Khedival family in a litigation about the Daira
Estates in the Egyptian Courts. The voyage had to be abandoned
and the brief returned, though, as lie says, with much reluctance.
There was lively debate in the meantime among Liberal leaders as

